
WORKING IN ENGLISH      

                 A SUCCESS STORY 

 

 

 

The problem of finding a job, particularly for young people and recent 

university graduates, is very important for FIDAPA (BPW Italy) of San Donà di 

Piave considering its role as an organization of business and professional 

women.  For this reason, in collaboration with the City of San Donà di Piave, 

we have organized a workshop called “Working in English” for those who 

want to study or work abroad.  Our member Prof. Anne Rothenthaler 

Vendramin organized and conducted the workshop basing it on a course 

which she created and has taught for many years at the School of 

Architecture, University of Venice.  “Working in English” is a 10 hour intensive 

workshop divided into 5 sessions conducted in English (speaking Italian was 

NOT permitted at any time) covering the following arguments.  How to: 

 Write commercial correspondence and email particularly a cover letter 

 Find a job using internet 

 Answer a want add 

 Prepare a curriculum 

 Prepare for a job interview 

 Conduct a job interview 

A manual covering these arguments was prepared and given to each student 

as was a certificate of completion of the course.   

 

 We began with 30 students of various ages (from 18 to 60) and 

professions (from a professional singer to university graduates).  Enthusiasm 

for our initiative was evident from day one.  Our students were overjoyed to 

be able to study with a native English speaker who insisted on speaking only 

English during lessons.  Each two hour session was a dynamic experience 



with continual interaction between teacher and student and the students with 

each other.  Role playing and situation enactment were vital to the success of 

our workshop as well as the continual revision and correction of each and 

ever curriculum.  Success was evidenced by a comment made by one of our 

students on the last day, “Finally someone is doing something really useful for 

us, and it is free!”  You can well imagine our satisfaction. 

 

    Anne Rothenthaler, Sezione di San Donà di Piave 
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